
Jack Cogswell Site Excavation FAQs 
 

Q: What are the site excavation activities that are occurring at the RTS? 

A: The site is presently being re-graded to make way for the new Jack Cogswell Building, which will be 

used by the DPW for vehicle storage. The site work includes removal of rock outcroppings by controlled 

blasting. Any disruption should be minimal. At certain times, depending on the proximity of the 

detonation, traffic on Central Ave will be stopped intermittently for a period equivalent to the change of 

a traffic light. Needham Fire Department will be onsite at the time of each detonation. Heavy mats are 

laid over rock to dampen effect. The process is regulated by the State Fire Marshall’s Office. See 

attached information packet. Hammering the site would be more disruptive, extending over a longer 

period of time.  

Q: Who is performing the work?  

A: Seaver Construction is the General Contractor. Pelchat Excavation is the site contractor. Maine 

Drilling and Blasting is responsible for rock removal. Maine Drilling and Blasting 

(https://www.mdandb.com/) was established in 1966 and is a leader in the field, using the latest 

technology. They have an excellent safety record and a proven track record.  

Q: What is the anticipated schedule? 

A: The process has begun and involves drilling holes in a sequence along the face of rock one day. The 

next day a detonation, lasting only a few minutes, will occur. A three minute whistle will be sounded, 

traffic will be stopped, a one minute whistle will be sounded, the detonation will occur and then traffic 

will be resumed. This process will proceed methodically across the face of the rock for the next three 

weeks, depending on weather conditions. The rock appears to be fractured and it is expected the 

process could move faster than originally proposed. Completion of the entire project is expected in 

October.  

 

https://www.mdandb.com/

















